stantial morbidity, including stroke and deteriora¬ tion of underlying cardiac disease.
The arrhythmias most often observed after sur¬ gery are also atrial in origin. Following coronary artery bypass grafting, the reported incidence of atrial arrhythmias ranged from 11 to 40%. 3 Fol¬ lowing noncardiac thoracic surgery, the incidence ranged from 9 to 29% and was associated with a higher ICU admissions rate, longer hospital stays, and greater 30-day mortality. 4 The cause of these arrhythmias is unclear, but direct atrial irritation is one possibility. However, the incidence of atrial arrhythmias following noncardiothoracic surgery is unreported (to our knowledge). This (2) Sepsis (6) Sepsis/respiratory failure (1) Ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm (1) Respiratory failure (1) Sepsis (2) Myocardial infarction (1) Acute renal failure/sepsis (1) Ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm (1) Myocardial infarction (1) 
